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referred the insanity to the di-ink, rather than the drink to tho insanity."1
Whether this self-abandonment to temptation was sudden or gradual is not stated; it may be that Poe's troubles merely occasioned an increase in those irregularities which were said to be matter of common fame before this time. A cousin, wlio was intimate with the family at the time of Virginia's seizure, says that he then frequently refused wine in her presence, and adds the too significant words that at that time his fits of intoxication were due to the excessive use of opium.2
In the next spring (1842) he lost the editorship of " Graham's." The only explanation vouchsafed by the proprietor is that one day, on returning from, an unusual absence from his duties, Poe found Mr. Eufus "Wilmot Griswold in his chair, and at once turned and left the office never to return.8 This could hardly have been more than an incident in the truth. J& man even so impulsive as Poe does not thus surrender through pique his main source of support, especially, when he has a sick wife and is poor; nor, on the other hand, would a business man, like Graham allow an editor, who had placed his magazine easily at the head of all competitors and made ifc a paying property, to depart for any such trivial display of temper. Without making
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